
 Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Sermon:               “Lessons from the Well”     

   Dedication of Offering  
   *Hymn -                 “Fill My Cup, Lord”                   Page 398
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
    *Extinguishing of candles


  *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today March 12, 2023; the Third Sunday in Lent and Girl Scout Sunday!  We welcome local Girl Scouts and their families worshipping with us today!

   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

LAY READERS: Mar. 12 - Ed Berra; Mar. 19 - Carol Knight; Mar. 26 - Rachael Bryson. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Mar. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Mar. 19 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Mar. 26 - Marie Herb. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you. On Sunday, March 5th the Adult Sunday School class began studying “The Chosen” Season 1. Please join us.

ORDER EASTER FLOWERS Sundays after worship service, Mar. 12 and Mar. 19. See Gloria Duttry for flower choices and prices. All orders and money must be given to Gloria by Sunday March 19.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
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                              March 12, 2023
                           Third Sunday in Lent 
                              Girl Scout Sunday
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
March 12, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday in Lent
Girl Scout Sunday
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Marie Herb                      

L:  The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.
P:  For the Father seeks such as these to worship him.   
L:  God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.
P:  Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods.
L: Come! Let us worship God!
      *Hymn -       “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”          Page 43 
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord Jesus, we confess that often we have been more interested in quenching our physical thirst than in seeking the living water from you. We have been concerned about food for our bodies, and ignored the Bread of Life which would strengthen us to do your will. Forgive us, we pray, and grant us the wisdom and the courage to be more worthy disciples. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 95:1-11 (Responsive)                                  
 L: O come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.
P: Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.
 L: For the Lord is the great God, and the great King above all gods.
 P: In His hand are the deep places of the earth; the heights of the hills are His also.
L: The sea is His, for He made it; and His hands formed the dry land.
P: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
L: For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you will hear His voice:
      P: “Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in the wilderness, 
L: When your fathers tested Me; They tried Me, though they saw My work.
      P: For forty years I was grieved with that generation, and said, ‘It is a people who go astray in their hearts, and they do not know My ways.’
  ALL: So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest’”
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 
We believe in God the Father, Creator of all things. We believe in God the Son, Who came to show us the way to the Father. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God--moving among us and inspiring the love of God within us. We believe in the Church--the earthly extension of God’s kingdom. We believe it is our calling to serve God’s church in our own time and place. Amen.  
Hymn -                        “As the Deer”                           See Insert      
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  John 4:5-42 (Pg. 128 N. T. Pew Bible)       Ed Berra                         

    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
        PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*John Reed, (Susie Snyder’s friend); *Carl Miller; Gail & Charlie Shertzer & Family of Ellen Snyder; Barbara Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Susan Lazor;  Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose, (Gary Miller’s friend); Logan Willier, (Carol/Gary Miller’s grandson); Pat Scheidler, (Carol Miller' friend); Tracey Knauss, (Ed Dobbin’s friend); Josephine Stoneroad, (Carol/Gary Miller’s neighbor); Nancy McElrath, Shelly McElrath’s mother-in-law); Brett Baker, (Gail Newman’s son); Bonnie Bechtel; Tom/Flo Mallonee; Tom Little; Dawne Wilks; Randy Byerly, (Hosp); Kelly Shutt, (Hosp. complications); Chad Kitchen, (Hosp, friend of Gary/Carol Miller); Don Markel, (Bonita Heddings’ niece’s husband);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar. 13 - 7:00PM - Search Committee 
Mar. 14 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal 

               (Eat-at-church only)

Mar. 15- 11:30AM - Lenten lunch, Service 12:15-1:00PM at Faith United Methodist Church
                 6:00PM - Prayer Meeting (everyone is welcome to attend and pray for members, friends, family, community, our world) 
               7:00PM - Council Meeting

Mar. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday March 14, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Meatloaf, Mashed potatoes, Mixed vegetables, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE SURVEY: 

    The Pastoral Search Committee is seeking all Valleys ECC congregation members and attendees help to find the Valleys next pastor by filling out a survey.  

     Please see a committee member Bridget Campbell, Rachael Bryson, Madeline Pellman, Gary Fetterhoff, Jan Quinn, Dale Faust, Ed Dobbin) for a survey. 

    The Search Committee is trying to move quickly to develop a profile of the church, they ask that all surveys be completed by Sunday March 12, 2023. 

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES are held at different churches on Wednesdays during the day throughout the Lenten Season see flier in bulletin for locations. 

BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
Halifax Lenten Services

The Beatitudes
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March 8th- Zion Stone (at Halifax Youth Center)

March 15th- Faith UMC

March 22nd- Messiah Lutheran

March 29th- Halifax UMC

Sunday, April 9th 6:30 am service at Camp Hebron    Breakfast to follow.
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   The Halifax Ministerium is excited to welcome you to our community Lenten services. 
Weekday services will be on Wednesdays starting at 12:15pm. 
   The host church will be serving a light lunch starting at 11:30am. We would invite you to come and fellowship at the table. 
    If you are joining us over your lunch break it’s our goal that you can return to work by 1:00pm.
    All offerings received support the Release Time ministry.
DELEGATES NEEDED FOR ANNUAL MEETINGS:
   The East Coast Conference 133rd Annual meeting will be held In-Person only at Covenant Church, 1 Sport Hill Rd., Easton Connecticut 0661 on Saturday, April 29, 2023 (registration begins at 8:30AM, conference meeting begins at 9:00AM and adjourns at 1:00PM).
   Delegates are invited to join E. C. Conference pastors for dinner at 5:45PM and Joint Worship at 6:45PM with keynote by E. C. C. President Tammy Swanson-Draheim at 6:45PM on Friday evening.
   Registration for meeting will be paid by The Valleys (and hotel stay Friday to Saturday if you wish to stay overnight to participate with the dinner and Worship Service on Friday evening will be paid by The Valleys also.

Gather 2023 137th Covenant Annual Meeting will be held In-Person or Virtual at Garden Grove, California on Thursday, June 29th thru Saturday July 1st for Delegates and Pastors. 
    This conference meeting can be attended in person or Virtual.
Registration and hotel stay or registration for virtual will be paid by The Valleys.

     Please see Marie Herb or Pastor Kris if you are interested in attending East Coast Conference (in person) in April or Gather 2023 Conference either in person or virtual as soon as possible.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                            Weekly Devotional for March 12, 2023

Invocation:

Lord God our Heavenly Father, as we come to worship and to dig deep into your Word, we realize that we are likely not only to be blessed and comforted but also to be made uncomfortable.  As we seek new understanding of your Word remold us and remake us as you expand our understanding.  We ask this in Jesus Name.  Amen.

Sermon & Scripture:

              “Lesson’s from the Well”

        John 4:5-42, Psalm 95

This morning, I want to tell you the story of Ted Stallard - A young boy who was turned off by school.  He was very sloppy in appearance, expressionless, unattractive, and slow to learn.  Sometimes he would act out in class for attention.  And other times he would simply sit in class and stare off into space, unresponsive, which was an irritation to his teacher.  Miss. Thompson enjoyed using her red pen -- as she placed big red X’s beside Ted’s many wrong answers.  If only she had studied Ted’s school records more carefully. They read:

1st grade: Ted shows promise with his work and attitude, but has a poor home situation.

2nd grade: Ted could do better. Mother is seriously ill and Ted is receiving little help from home.

3rd grade: Ted is a good boy but too serious. He is a slow learner.  His mother died this year.

4th grade: Ted is very slow, but well-behaved.  His father shows no interest whatsoever.

Christmas arrived. The children piled elaborately wrapped gifts on their teacher’s desk. Ted brought one too. It was wrapped in brown paper and held together with Scotch Tape.  Miss Thompson opened each gift, as the children crowded around to watch.  Out of Ted’s package fell a gaudy rhinestone bracelet, with half of the stones missing, and a bottle of cheap perfume. The children began to snicker.  But Miss Thompson silenced them by splashing some of the perfume on her wrist, and letting them smell it.  She put the bracelet on too.  At the end of the day, after the other children had left, Ted came by the teacher’s desk and said, "Miss Thompson, you smell just like my mother.  And the bracelet looks real pretty on you.  I’m glad you like my presents," and then he left.

Miss Thompson feeling ashamed of her attitude toward Ted, asked God to forgive her and to change her attitude.  The next day, the children were greeted by a reformed teacher -- one committed to loving each of them, One who would get to know them, especially the ones having difficulty, especially Ted.

Surprisingly - or maybe, not surprisingly, Ted began to show great improvement.  He actually caught up with most of the students in the class and even passed them by.  Graduation came and went and Miss Thompson heard nothing from Ted for a long time. Then, one day she received this note:

Dear Miss Thompson:

I wanted you to be the first to know, I will be graduating second in my class. Love, Ted

Four years later, another note arrived:

Dear Miss Thompson:

They just told me I will be graduating first in my class.  I wanted you to be first to know.  The university has not been easy, but I liked it.  Love, Ted

And four years later:

Dear Miss Thompson:

As of today, I am Theodore Stallard, M.D.  How about that?  I wanted you to be the first to know.  I am getting married next month, the 27th to be exact.  I want you to come and sit where my mother would sit if she were alive.  You are the only family I have now.  Dad died last year.  Love, Ted

Miss Thompson attended that wedding, and sat where Ted’s mother would have sat. The compassion she had shown that young man entitled her to that privilege.

Here is a young boy who felt as though no one cared and he had nothing to live for, but Miss Thompson showed compassion and caring and offered him something to live for.

And this is what we find in our story today with Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well.  Let’s take a look at this story.  Jesus and the disciples are making their way back to Galilee, but to get there they traveled through Samaria. The Samaritans were despised by the Jews. Many intermarried with surrounding cultures and were seen as half-breed and unclean.  And to be a pure Jew was of most importance. So, any good Jew wanted as little to do with Samaritans as possible.

Jesus and the disciples come to the Samaritan town of Sychar.  Once there, Jesus remains at the well outside of town while the disciples go into town. It is about noon when a woman comes out of town to retrieve water.  Women came from town to the well to retrieve water on a regular basis.  But the timing of this woman’s trip made things more than a bit odd. It was the heat of the day.  Hauling water in the Biblical era was women’s work and they came early in the morning or closer to sunset in the evening when it was not quite so hot. This woman, however, comes out during the heat of the day.  Many of us would be more than a bit curious about why.

But Jesus doesn’t ask about that.  We soon learn he didn’t need to do so, he already knew the answer.  All Jesus does is ask for a drink of water.  Now the woman is curious.  She recognizes Jesus as a Jew and she questions why Jesus, a Jew, would ask anything of her, a woman of Samaria.  Jesus tells her if she knew who he actually was he would give her Living Water.  It’s clear she doesn’t understand what he’s talking about. She wants to know how he is going to draw water, he has no bucket and the well is deep. Then he tells her, those who drink the water from the well will get thirsty again but those who drink his Living Water will never get thirsty.  Now he has her attention. Her mind immediately goes to the idea of no more trips to the well in the noon day sun. But she still doesn’t get it.

Jesus doesn’t press the matter.  He changes the subject, telling her to go get her husband.  She replies she has no husband. In my mind I can see Jesus smile just a bit. “You are right,” he replies, but then the other shoe drops, “you have had five husbands and the man you are living with now is not your husband.” Jesus exposes her sin for what it is. She asks if Jesus is a prophet.  Jesus tells her in a round-about way, he isn’t a prophet, he is the Messiah. The woman then goes into town and tells everyone she meets, “Come and meet the man who knows everything I ever did.”

As I see the story play out in my mind the thought occurred to me, what the woman found at the well was more than water.  Jesus’ offer of Living Water was an offer of compassion and grace.  The Scriptures never says Jesus forgave her sins but it seems pretty clear to me that Jesus was compassionate toward her and most likely forgave those sins and more.  How do I know?  Her willingness to tell her story says it all.  Who would go and tell such a story if they hadn’t first experienced divine forgiveness. 

As Christians we love this story.  We love this story because we all want the grace Jesus gave to this woman.  As I have thought about this story over the last couple of days an image came to me from something the woman said, “The well is deep.”  Of course she was right, the well literally was deep.  Most wells are.  But I also got to thinking, the well of God’s loving grace and compassion is also deep and that is good news.  It is good news for you and me. We can receive the Living Water.  We can receive forgiveness for our sins.

But, there is more. It isn’t in our lesson but it is in the Bible. If we are going to receive God’s love and forgiveness, we have to be willing to extend that love and forgiveness to others.  We prayed just moments ago, “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us.”  In other words, we are asking God to forgive us in the same way we are willing to forgive those who have wronged us.

What also falls hand-in-hand with this is repenting, asking forgiveness from those we have wronged. I have homework for all of us this week.  All of us - me included.  We all have Samaritans in our lives; those we think are less than our caliber.  We have all looked down on others without truly knowing their circumstances, just as Miss Thompson not knowing the circumstances of Ted and looked down on him.  Let us take time and pray to Jesus and ask him for a loving, caring, and forgiving heart – a heart of Grace that leads All to the well of Living Water.  
The well is deep and there is Living Water enough for everyone.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we  thank You that You loved the world so much, that You sent Your only begotten Son to be the Savior of the world so that all who believe in Him would not perish but drink of the eternal water of life.  We thank You for Your Word and the wonderful lessons that it contains.  We thank You that Your salvation is available to all who will hear and receive the truth of the glorious gospel of grace.  We pray that we may learn as Jesus did to listen to Your voice and be guided by the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit.  Come to us, each of us like You came to the woman at the well, and search us out by convicting any sin in our lives.  Fill us with your Living Water and use us as a channel through whom your loving grace may be poured out to all with whom we come in contact. 

Lord Jesus we know that you hate disease and sickness and that you would have compassion and bring healing from all sickness.  We know that you are in control of everything that happens.  So we place our trust in you to bring healing to our brothers and sisters according to your will.  We pray for _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  Surround them with Your power and love and give them health and strength and peace.   We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . .  Amen.” 

Benediction:

And now may the love of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

